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What are the Essential Digital Skills Standards?
The Essential Digital Skills Standards set out the essential digital skills adults need to participate fully in life, undertake most jobs, and engage in further study. They are for organisations that design, deliver or support essential digital skills provision. 
The standards are aligned with the Essential Digital Skills Framework. 
How have the Standards changed?
The standards have been revised and expanded in response to technological change, including artificial intelligence (AI), to ensure they remain relevant to the digital skills adults need today.
They retain the five skill areas – Using Devices and Handling Information; Creating and Editing; Communicating and Collaborating; Transacting; and Being Safe and Legal Online – and now include:  
· a focus on safe, confident device use from the earliest levels; 
· the introduction of critical evaluation skills, including recognising unreliable or AI generated online content; 
· stronger emphasis on managing personal data, privacy and digital identity; 
· more explicit coverage of collaboration, communication, and media integration; and 
· integration of AI supported tools and automated features across levels. 
Who was involved in the review?
The Department for Education engaged with a wide range of stakeholders, including providers, awarding organisations, employers, strategic authorities, and digital inclusion organisations.
When do the updated Standards come into effect?
The updated Standards take effect from publication and can be used immediately by organisations that wish to reference them.
What happens to existing Essential Digital Skills qualifications?
Essential Digital Skills qualifications (EDSQs) and Digital Functional Skills qualifications (DFSQs) remain in place. Further information on how the revised essential digital skills standards should be used with existing EDSQs and DFSQs and on how we intend to update our approach to qualifications will be provided in due course.

What is the difference between the Essential Digital Skills Framework and the Essential Digital Skills Standards?
The EDS Framework is a strategic guide which sets out the core digital capabilities that adults need for life, work, and learning. 
The EDS Standards translate the broad skill areas into specific learning outcomes across five levels: Entry Level 1, Entry Level 2, Entry Level 3, Level 1 and Level 2. 
Do the updated Standards affect Adult Skills Fund (ASF) funding rules?
No. Publication of the updated Standards does not change ASF funding rules or learner eligibility requirements.
Providers should continue to use their existing assessment and enrolment processes, in line with ASF funding rules and local commissioning guidance, when determining the most appropriate learning offer for an individual. 
Which learning aims do I use? 
Providers should select the learning aim that best reflects the learner’s current level and planned learning outcomes.  
From 1 August 2026, the Tailored Learning aims for Essential Digital Skills will change:
The following learning aims will remain available:
· Z0060109 – Non-regulated Tailored Learning, Essential Skills, Pre-Entry Level, Essential Digital Skills
· Z0060111 – Non-regulated Tailored Learning, Essential Skills, Level 1, Essential Digital Skills
The following learning aim will be withdrawn:
· Z0060110 – Non-regulated Tailored Learning, Essential Skills, Entry Level, Essential Digital Skills
The following new learning aims will be introduced:
· Z0060171 – Non-regulated Tailored Learning, Essential Skills, Entry Level, Essential Digital Skills (Entry 1)
· Z0060172 – Non-regulated Tailored Learning, Essential Skills, Entry Level, Essential Digital Skills (Entry 2)
· Z0060173 – Non-regulated Tailored Learning, Essential Skills, Entry Level, Essential Digital Skills (Entry 3)
· Z0060174 – Non-regulated Tailored Learning, Essential Skills, Level 2, Essential Digital Skills
These changes provide separate learning aims for Entry 1, Entry 2 and Entry 3 digital skills provision, replacing the existing single Entry Level learning aim.

OFFICIAL - FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

OFFICIAL - FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

OFFICIAL - FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

